LATEST: UK offers two-year visa to international students
Sep 11, 2019

NIGERIA: -

London -International students will be offered a two-year UK visa after graduation with or without a job, the country’s
Home Office has announced.

The announcement is a reversal from one of the major aspects of former Prime Minister Theresa May “hostile
environment” strategy.

New Prime Minister Boris Johnson said the changes, which will come into force next year, meant that overseas
students would not be forced to leave four months after finishing a degree — making it easier for them to start
careers in the UK.

“Britain has a proud history of putting itself at the heart of international collaboration and discovery,” Johnson said in
a statement, adding that the country’s scientific breakthroughs “wouldn’t be possible without being open to the
brightest and the best from across the globe to study and work in the UK.”

“That’s why we’re unveiling a new route for international students to unlock their potential and start their careers in
the UK,” he said.
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The new policy applies to international students at the undergraduate level or above, and to trusted institutions with
a track record of upholding immigration checks, the Home Office said in a statement.

No cap will be placed on the number of students eligible for the visa, nor will there be restrictions on the kinds of jobs
they can seek.

The changes mark a return to a policy that was previously scrapped by the coalition government in 2012 when
immigration was considered the most critical issue among the British electorate.

At the time, then Home Secretary May branded the two-year post-study visas as “far too generous” and a “symbol of
a broken and abused immigration system.”

A rosier attitude towards immigration appears to have emerged since the 2016 referendum vote to leave the
European Union — which was partly driven by concerns over migration.

Wednesday’s announcement was well-received amongst lawmakers and business groups who have argued that
international graduates provided value to the British economy.

(CNN)
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